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This Month at Signature…. 

01 - Fire Extinguisher Inspections   

02 — Fatal Falls in Construction 

03 - - Safety Pictures 
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How Often to Check and Change Your Fire 

Extinguishers  

Set Safety | April 20. 2017 

 
WHEN 
Checking your fire extinguisher regularly is not difficult or time-

consuming! Simply make note of any locations where an extinguisher is 

stored and examine their pressure gauges monthly. If the needle isn’t in 

the “green” area, it may be time for a new unit (if there is no gauge, have 

it checked by a professional). Most extinguishers are good for 5 to 15 

years, but always refer to the manufacturer’s label and keep thorough 

records of purchase, service and replacement. Often, the most recent in-

spection sticker is visible and provides a maintenance date for refer-

ence. Wear-and-tear or signs of use should be examined immediately– 

damaged hoses, loose handles, missing pins– all of these could mean 

your extinguisher comes up short when it really matters. 

HOW 
New extinguishers can be bought outright at many retailers from person-

al to industrial standards. But there is no sense in wasting money if your 

unit is in good condition– many fire safety outlets can maintain or repair 

to ensure long-term function. Yearly inspections can help lower these 

bills, so it is always better to invest in prevention. Of course, if an extin-

guisher is ever used (even a little) it should be brought to a professional 

for proper recharge and inspection. When replacing your unit, always get 

the same type as different extinguishers do different things– “ABC Dry 

Chemical” are the most common types as they work on three classes of 

fire. 

The above is only a summary of basic fire extinguisher safety and up-

keep. Refer to the manufacturer’s instructions or review official stand-

ards from your municipal fire department. If you or your staff require in-

depth safety training or cutting edge learning management services 
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42% of Construction Worker Deaths Involve Falls, New     

Database Show  | Jan 30, 2018 

A recently created database allowed researchers to determine that, in a 

33-year period, falls accounted for nearly half of all construction worker 

deaths – and more than half of the workers killed lacked access to fall 

protection – according to the Center for Construction Research and Train-

ing (also known as CPWR). 

Using data from the NIOSH Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation 

program, the researchers found fatality reports for 768 construction in-

dustry fatalities and created a searchable database, the Construction 

FACE Database, of those reports. 

After analyzing the incidents in the new database, researchers concluded 

that, between 1982 and 2015: 

• 42 percent (325) of the fatalities involved falls. 

• 54 percent of the workers killed had no access to a personal fall arrest 

system, and 23 percent had access to a PFAS but did not use it. 

• Most of the workers with no access to PFAS worked for residential 

building contractors and contractors in the roofing, siding and sheet 

metal sectors. 

• 107 of the 325 falls were from 30 feet or higher. 

• 20 percent of the 768 deaths occurred in the victims’ first two months 

on the job. 

“Even though this study was unable to assess effectiveness of the OSHA 

fall protection standard established in 1995, the considerable number of 

fall fatalities from lower heights provides strong evidence of the need for 

the OSHA requirement that fall protection be provided at elevations of 6 

feet or more in the construction industry,” researchers said. 

In the study abstract, the researchers say the database allowed them to 

analyze FACE reports “quantitatively and efficiently,” adding 

“comprehensive research using FACE reports may improve understanding 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/default.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/default.html
https://www.cpwr.com/research/construction-face-database
https://www.cpwr.com/research/construction-face-database
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022437516303991
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What are the issues in these pic-

ture? 

 

What would be your corrective  

actions? 

If you are not sure please call  

Jim or myself.  
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 If you ever have any questions regarding any aspect of what we do, or would just 

like to see a certain issue discussed in a seminar or this publication, please con-

tact your Safety Director. 

For more information regarding safety use these references: 

• jasimpson@pedcor.net or 317-650-8646 

• ggoodbar@pedcor.net or 317-618-7943 

 

-www.osha.gov 

 

-www.hazard.com 

 

-OSHA Standards For The  Construction Industry 29 CFR Part 1926 


